

Project for Peace awareness about the war in the D R Congo – 
So that lives can be saved 

General project Description

D R Congo, this pearl of Central Africa, has lost almost 4.000.000 lives in a devastated 8 years war. The goal of this project is to bring awareness around the situation in  the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the impact of the devastated war on its youth, one women and on its natural resources.

Through photos exhibition, cultural  activities, presentations in schools and other venues, the organizers wish to raise awareness by providing the public with first hand information by Congolese nationals, witnesses and victims of this unnamed holocaust, forgotten or often left out of mainstream media news.

Geographical and Political History


The Democratic Republic of the Congo is located in Central Africa. The capital city is Kinshasa. Since gaining its  independence from Belgium in 1960, the country
has been plagued by war and conflicts when it is not by infamy dictatorship. After Independence, Institutional conflicts rose between Joseph Kasavubu, the first president, and Patrice Emery Lumumba, the first prime minister. This led to Lumumba's murder and the seize of power by militaries. 

In 1965 the army took power, and from 1971 to 1997 the country's name was changed to Zaire. On 1997 May 17th the  county was renamed Democratic Republic of the Congo by Laurent Desire Kabila and his AFDL (Alliance des Forces Democratiques pour la Liberation du Congo). This alliance was made of Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Eritrea military forces.

After discontentment between Alliance members, a new rebellion broke up one year later. The main members of Alliance started backing their own political and military movements in Congo, splitting the country in parts. 

After five years in power, Kabila was assassinated on 17 February 2001. His son, backed by Angola and Zimbabwe succeeded him 

With Joseph Kabila as President an peace accord was signed in Pretoria (South Africa)on December 2002 between the main rebel movements and a power sharing was reached.  

Unfortunately the peace agreement and the power sharing did not change the military situation in the East of the country, the socio-economic situation in all the country.

Though the politicians worked together for this peace agreement, tribal conflict and country wide insecurity remain a reality, and the cycle of hatred, vengeance and violence continues. 

Today, Eastern region is unstable, particularly the province of Ituri (homeland of project organizer, Serge Kaptegaine. The conflict in Ituri alone has taken the lives of more than 500 thousand people including seven members of Kaptegaine’s family. It has brought the HIV/AIDS prevalence to 21%. It has destroyed the eco-system.

Photo Exhibition 


The photographs to be displayed in the photo exhibition are violent and disturbing, brutal, graphic, gruesome and will be offensive to some. For that reason this exhibition will not be open to those under the age of 18. The images represent some of the darkest sides of humanity in the genocide that happened and continues to happen in the Congo. The photographs depict the reality of war that can never be anything but violent and disturbing, brutal, graphic, gruesome and offensive. 

What happened in the Congo affected and still affects millions of people. More than 3.9 million people have lost their lives since the beginning of the war and many more  were displaced and forced to seek refuge in other countries. And those who survive to talk about what they have seen and lived bring with them an experience of something that most Canadian-born people will fortunately never know. As we are here to work together, it is our belief that this project will serve to bring people together to learn, understand and cease to be afraid to raise their voices against any kind of war and human rights abuses. 



Cultural Events


The cultural evening will celebrate the beauty and joy in the Congolese culture. Through music, dance and traditional food, those in attendance will get a rare glimpse of some of the rich creative and cultural expressions of the Congolese people.

School Presentations


The goal is to schedule school presentations in various high schools. Organizers and members of the Congolese community will be on hand to inform and educate about the situation in the Congo. Dialogue will be encouraged with the students.

Strategies for action


In addition to bringing awareness, the project's objective is also to bring people together to form a group that will ensure future activities such as social and political actions to bring peace in the Congo. The hope is to establish opportunities for people to work together and realize that they too can make a contribution towards peace in the Congo.

We believe that in order to achieve peace in the DR Congo or anywhere in the world education and awareness, honest dialogue and intercultural understanding are of paramount importance. Fear causes war and hatred. We fear the unknown.

Through this project we hope to dispel at least some of the fear surrounding those we do not know much about so we can learn to understand and work together through collaborative efforts and strategies that will lead to peace in the Congo and to peace everywhere. 
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